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PREPAREDNESS? 


HE three power Naval Conference ad- 
tine on August 4 without having 
reached an agreement. Since the opening 
session on June 20, when each of the dele- 
gations presented absolutely divergent 
plans, the technical experts have been try- 
ing to reach a common basis of agreement. 
Total tonnage, larger or smaller cruisers, 
length of trade routes, number of naval 
bases, size of guns, offensive and defensive 
armament—these technical details have 
been threshed over and over by the ad- 
mirals and experts without agreement. 
When one considers that even among naval 
experts of a single country there are us- 
ually many differences of opinion on tech- 
nicalities, it seems little wonder that the 
experts of three nations in an interna- 
tional conference could not agree. 


However, larger issues than the size of 
a gun-bore were at stake. The Conference 
was called to limit or reduce the number 
of cruisers and other auxiliary craft; it 
was unable to do so and the delegates left 
for home after expressing the hope that 
the negotiations would be continued 
through diplomatic channels. If these 
negotiations had taken place before the 
opening session of the Conference, it is 
possible that something might have been 
accomplished at Geneva. Even Admiral- 
ties are more likely to make concessions 
when they are not faced by benches full 
of eager newspaper reporters. The world 
was amazed on June 20 at the great differ- 
ence between the original British and 
American proposals; neither country has 
found it possible to move an inch nearer 
the other in the essentials of these plans. 


Vice-President Dawes, speaking at the 
dedication of the international bridge in 
Buffalo on August 7, raised the question 
of preparation for the Conference: 

“It has served to educate all of the peoples 


as to some of the details of the special necessi- 
ties of each nation, and gives public opinion 
the opportunity to bear upon these compara- 
tively minor details which are still the sub- 
ject of debate. 


“Perhaps before this conference was held 
there was not the preliminary careful ap- 
praisement by each conferee of the necessities 
of the other; perhaps, too, exclusive concen- 
tration by each conferee upon the necessities 
of his own nation resulted in a predetermined 
ultimatum before a comparison of views; per- 
haps the public announcement of respective 
programs early in the conference produced 
fears of domestic public repercussion if they 
were reasonably modified, as would be neces- 
sary to affect an agreement.” 


The State Department has since unoffi- 
cially indicated that adequate preliminary 
conversations were held before the Confer- 
ence met. However, the question of the 
practicability of too much open diplomacy 
in technical matters of the sort discussed 
at Geneva has arisen in many minds. UIlti- 
mate public agreement after preliminary 
secret discussion might in some instances 
be preferable to too much publicity leading 
to bad feeling on both sides. 


The results of the failure will doubtless 
manifest themselves when Congress meets 
in December and Parliament reconvenes 
after the summer recess. Jingoes and big 
navy men are to be found on both sides 
of the Atlantic and the soil is ripe for a 
naval race. 


The shadow of the Naval Conference 
fell across the last meeting of the League 
Preparatory Commission on Disarmament 
last May and it adjourned until November 
without accomplishing anything. In the 
meantime, Sefior Madariaga, the head of 
the Disarmament Section of the League 
Secretariat, has resigned, totally discour- 
aged by the lack of progress which has 
been made. At least Geneva cannot be 
blamed for the failure of the Naval Con- 
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ference and the League’s commissions will 
continue their work. The very complexity 
of the disarmament problem has caused 
postponement of the general disarmament 
conference which is to be convened by the 
League. M. S. W. 
The Near and Middle East 
i N his tour of England and Europe King 
Fuad of Egypt seems to have accom- 
plished at least two of the purposes for 
which he set out. In England he paved 
the way for long-delayed negotiations on 
the settlement of four questions outstand- 
ing since 1922 when the British Protector- 
ate was abolished and Egypt received 
sanction to return to a parliamentary 
form of government.* The non-settlement 
of these four questions, involving exten- 
sive limitations both on general policy and 
on the details of administration in Egypt, 
has not only provoked such unfortunate 
incidents as occurred in Egypt early in 
June} but has hitherto prevented Egypt 
from applying for membership in the 
League of Nations and from acquiring the 
prestige which membership in that body 
would imply. 

If, in England, Fuad’s visit was inter- 
preted as an omen of approaching under- 
standing, his brilliant reception in Rome 
has been heralded as the precursor of 
closer trade relations between Egypt and 
Italy. That Premier Mussolini needed no 
urging to develop friendly relations with 
Egypt has long been obvious. Egypt is 
surrounded by the very countries in which 
Fascism has been busy cultivating markets 
—Libya on the west, Abyssinia on the 
south, and Eritrea and Yemen on the 
southeast. Italy’s success in gaining a 
solid commercial foothold on the Arabian 
peninsula was celebrated only a month be- 
fore King Fuad’s visit by the arrival of 
a mission from Yemen to discuss with 
Premier Mussolini the expectations enter- 
tained by that Arab principality which 
last September became an Italian sphere 
of influence. 
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The rapidly expanding British commer- 
cial air-service in the Middle East received 
an embarrassing check when the Persian 
Government recently decided to withhold 
permission from British aircraft to fly 
over Persian territory. Whether or not 
this was a reprisal against the decision 
of the Iraq government not to permit Ger- 
man planes operating in Persia to cross 
the boundary into Iraq, the refusal to 
grant passage over Persia has caused 
rumors that Imperial Airways, Ltd. will 
seek a change of route for its Egypt-to- 
India service so as to use the southwestern 
instead of the northeastern coast of the 


*Information Service, Vol. III. No. 11, “Egyptian Na- 
tionalism and British Imperial Interests.’’ 
tNews Bulletin, Vol. VI. No. 32, June 17, 1927. 


Persian Gulf. This would necessitate a 
further agreement between Britain and 
Ibn Saud, King of Nejd, whose depen- 
dencies along the Persian Gulf such an air- 
route would have to traverse. 


Press dispatches from Persia indicate 
that the Persian National Assembly adopt- 
ed on July 29 a resolution dispensing with 
the services of Dr. A. C. Millspaugh, the 
American who for five years has acted 
as Administrator-General of Persian fi- 
nances. When the question of renewing 
Dr. Millspaugh’s contract came up, it be- 
came evident that Deputies and members 
of the Government, who had recently been 
angered by his veto of a legislative meas- 
ure to increase parliamentary salaries, 
were determined to reduce the authority 
given him by the original agreement. Dr. 
Millspaugh refused to continue as Admin- 
istrator after September of this year un- 
less his power were to remain unimpaired. 
Under the resolution of July 29 the Prem- 
ier is to assume Dr. Millspaugh’s duties 
until a successor is found. 

E. P. M. 


Politics and Concessions 


EEP secrecy has enshrouded the 

session of the Central Control Com- 
mittee of the Communist party in Mos- 
cow. The expulsion of the Trotsky- 
Zinovieff opposition from the Executive 
Council of the Communist Party, for 
breach of party discipline and active op- 
position to the policies of the Govern- 
ment, remains in the balance with no 
possibility of forecasting what decision 
will finally be made on this question. 


While Russia’s foreign relations with 
Poland have improved since the recent 
crisis over the Voikoff murder in War- 
saw, this gain has been offset by the ex- 
pulsion of Soviet agents from Austria, 
following the recent outbreak in Vienna. 
There have been noticeable develop- 
ments, however, in the Soviet concessions 
policy. The revision of the Harriman 
concessions agreement in favor of the 
concessionaires has been followed by a 
similar revision of the concessions agree- 
ment concluded by the Krupp Company 
in 1923. These, coupled with the agree- 
ment between the Soviet Naptha Syn- 
dicate and the Standard Oil Company 
of New York and the Vacuum Oil Com- 
pany, may indicate a desire on the part 
of the Soviet Government to come to 
terms with foreign capital willing to 
enter Russia. 


The settlement of the present internal 
political differences in Russia cannot fail 
to influence both the foreign and com- 
mercial policy of the Soviet Government. 


G. N. 


The Editors alone are responsible for such opinions as they may expresa in the News Bulletin. 


i waiw 


